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1. SUMMARY OF ARRANGEMENTS 

The parties to the project described in Annex 1 of this Summary of Arrangements, conscious of the need to pursue the co-
ordination of their actions with a view to co-operate in the implementation and maintenance of marine stations in European 
and adjacent waters for providing meteorological and oceanographic data, as a long term follow-up to the activities pursued 
under COST Action 43, have made the following arrangements: 
 
The organisations which are parties to the project, hereinafter referred to as "the Parties", shall co-operate in a project, 
hereinafter referred to as "the Project", with the purpose of setting up and maintaining marine stations in European and 
adjacent waters for providing meteorological and oceanographic data, in support of both their national and the regional and 
global requirements for such data as expressed by the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO. 
 
The Parties shall co-operate as an Action Group of the Data Buoy Co-operation Panel (DBCP) of WMO and IOC. 
 

I. PROGRAMMES 

1. The Parties agree to co-operate in joint programmes, as described in Annex 1. 
 

2. A Party can participate in any programme of the Project.  Accession to a programme is started with a letter from the 
Party concerned to the Chairman, or any other officer appointed by the Committee, containing the request to 
participate in the programme and the Party's proposed contribution to it.  The Chairman will then consult the other 
participants to the programme about the proposal.  If no objections are raised, the Party is accepted as a participant 
to the programme. 
 

3. If a Party wishes to propose a new programme for the Project, it should send a letter describing the programme to 
the Chairman. The proposal will be submitted to the next meeting of the Committee, which unanimously decides 
upon the further course of action. 
 

4. The Parties can make contributions in kind to the programmes of the Project, either directly or via the Committee or 
its appointed officers. 
 

5. Institutions which are not Parties to the Project can make contributions to its programmes on conditions to be 
decided by the Committee. 

 
 

II. ACCESSION TO THE PROJECT 

1. The Project shall be open for accession by meteorological and oceanographic organisations of any European State, 
with the proviso under 4. of this paragraph. 
 

2. Any aspirant party may apply to the Chairman of the EGOS Committee for membership. 
 

 
3. Aspirant Parties may take part in the work of the Committee without voting rights for a period at the discretion of 

the Committee. 
 

4. Aspirant Parties will be allowed to join the Project if their accession is acceptable to all Parties. 
 
5. Meteorological and Oceanographic organisations of States, other than European, bordering  the EGOS area  of 

interest, may apply to participate in the Project as associate participants. Their participation will be permitted if 
their accession  is acceptable to all the Parties. Associate participants may take part in the work of the Committee 
without voting rights. 

 
 

III. THE MANAGEMENT 

A management committee, hereinafter referred to as "the Committee", composed of one representative for each state which 
has a Party that participates in the Project, is hereby established.  Experts or advisers may accompany each representative.  
In cases where more than one Party of a country participates in the Project, representation should be arranged by mutual 
agreement between these Parties. 
 
The Committee shall draft and, acting unanimously, shall adopt its rules of procedure.  In addition, it shall appoint its 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 
 
At the request of the Committee an appropriate organisation shall be entrusted with the administration of any common funds. 
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The Committee shall be responsible for co-ordinating the Project and in particular shall: 

 
1. Follow the progress of the work and recommend to the Parties, where appropriate, such changes as may be 

necessary in the overall direction or the volume of the work being undertaken. 
 

2. Appoint a Technical Secretary, Technical Co-ordinator, and/or other officers and define his/their functions as 
necessary, to carry out the tasks agreed by the Committee. 

 
3. Draw up and decide on proposals for the continuation and extension of the Project. 

 
4. Exchange research results of interest for the Project. 

 
5. Publish annually a report of the work and results of the Project and forward it to the Parties and to related 

organisations, such as CGC, EUMETNET, WMO, IOC and the DBCP and EUROGOOS. 
 

6. Establish a budget as necessary and make appropriate provisions for the management of this budget in order to 
implement the agreed programme. 

 
7. Examine any problem which may arise from the execution of the Project. 

 
8. Examine any problem relating to applications for membership and to the membership itself. 
 
9. Be represented and report at sessions of the DBCP and maintain liaisons with other national and international 

bodies as appropriate. 
 
 

IV. FINANCES 

1. The costs of the Project shall be borne by the Parties. 
 

2. Financial contribution, which will be made on a voluntary basis, may consist of: 
 

a. A contribution to a common fund, if required, to support the cost of co-ordination of the Project; 
 
b. Specific contributions to purchase and handle equipment in support of the Project; 
 
c. A contribution to the DBCP to help the support of its Technical Co-ordinator. 
 

3. Further financial arrangements and the rules for their implementation will be drawn up and decided by the 
Committee. 

 
 

V. WITHDRAWAL FROM THE PROJECT 

Any Party may give notice of its withdrawal from the Project by written notification to the Chairman of the Committee.  
Such withdrawal shall take effect at the beginning of the first civil year after the receipt of the notification by the Chairman 
of the Committee. 
 
 

VI. DURATION 

These Arrangements shall remain effective for an indefinite period, but shall be reviewed as deemed necessary by a simple 
majority of the Committee.  Any changes, proposed as a result of this procedure, shall be passed by unanimous vote. 
 
This Summary of Agreements, shall be deposited with the Secretary General of WMO, the Executive Secretary IOC and the 
executive head of the organisation entrusted with the administration of the common fund, as far as applicable. 
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ANNEX 1 : THE PROJECT 

The Parties agree to co-operate on joint programmes operating Marine Stations for acquisition of meteorological and 
oceanographic data in support of general forecasting and climate monitoring. 
 
Specifically the aims of the Project are: 

 
1. The continuation and, where necessary or desirable, expansion of the activities of the COST-43* buoy 

programmes . 
 

2.  The encouragement of the setting up of bi-lateral, multilateral and national ODAS programmes to meet 
requirements for marine meteorological and oceanographic data. 

 
3.  To provide a forum for discussion and exchange of scientific data and engineering developments for marine 

meteorological and oceanographic purposes. 
 

4.  To co-ordinate European requirements for ODAS programmes, providing technical assistance where possible. 
 

5.  To co-operate closely with WMO, IOC and other national and international organisations on ODAS related 
matters. 

 
 
* COST43:- A Council of European Communities 'Co-operation in Science and Technology' project, established in 1967 
for the 'setting up of a network for oceanographic and meteorological measuring stations in European waters'  
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2. LIST OF SIGNATORIES TO EGOS SUMMARY OF ARRANGEMENTS 

 
Country Date of signature Signatory Comment 
Denmark September 28, 

1988 
Director General 
Royal Danish Administration of Navigation and 
Hydrography 
 

Formally represented 
by: Danmarks 
Meteorologiske 
Institutt since Jan 
1993 
 

Finland June 1, 1990 Acting Director 
Finnish Institute of Marine Research 

  Formally withdrew 
Dec 1992 

France April 11 1997 President Director General, 
 Météo-France 

 

Iceland September 21, 
1988 

Director 
The Icelandic Meteorological Office 
 

 

Ireland September 26, 
1988 

Director 
Meteorological Service 
 

 

Federal Republic 
of Germany 

November 10, 
1988 

Director General 
Deutscher Wetterdienst 

 

The Netherlands October 11, 1988 Director-in-chief 
Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute 
 

 

Norway November 18, 
1988 

Director 
The Norwegian Meteorological Institute (DNMI) 
 

 

Portugal March 7, 1989 Instituto Nacional de Meteorologia e Geofisica 
(INMG) 
 

Formally withdrew 
Dec 1992 

Spain January 1, 2003 Instiuto Nacional de Meteorologia  
Puertos del Estado 

 

Sweden December 12, 
1989 

Director General 
Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute 
(SMHI) 

 

United Kingdom September 30, 
1988 

Director General 
Meteorological Office 
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3. THE EGOS BUOY PROGRAMME 
 
 

1. Introduction 

The EGOS buoy programme is a joint operational project using moored and drifting buoys for near real-time acquisition of 
meteorological and oceanographic data from the North Atlantic and adjacent seas.  The programme aims at the continuation 
and, where necessary or desirable, expansion of the COST-43 buoy programmes . 
 
 

2. Operational Area 

The operational area of the project is the North Atlantic and adjacent seas between 30°N and 65°N, east of 50°W up to the 
European continent, including the North Sea, the Baltic, and the Mediterranean Sea. Drifting buoys may also be deployed 
outside this area, depending on the availability of buoys, deployment opportunities, scarcity of observations and distribution 
of operational buoys, with the expectation that they will drift into the main operational area. 
 
For practical reasons the programme may be operated as subprogrammes, as decided by the Management Committee.   
 
 

3. Operational Requirements 

The buoys in the EGOS buoy programme shall provide meteorological, oceanographic and location data in near real time. 
 
For those buoys using the CLS Argos system for data collection and buoy location  Local Users Terminals (LUTs) are in 
operation in order to ensure timely input on the GTS of WMO.  
 
The buoys and the data shall meet the specifications as agreed by the Management Committee of EGOS.  As a minimum 
requirement all buoys shall observe air pressure and sea surface temperature.  In addition, it is recommended that three-
hourly pressure tendency should be computed, and further that air pressure and three-hourly pressure tendency at the last 
synoptic hour are added to each asynoptic observation which is transmitted.  Other observations such as air temperature, 
wind speed and wind direction are desirable. Effective data quality control, system monitoring and the maintenance of a 
metadata database are also essential requirements. 
 
 

4. Contributions 

Contributions in the form of data buoys, services or funds can be made to programmes according to the wishes of the 
contributor. 
 
Buoys, particularly moored buoys, will generally be accepted as contributions to the programme provided they record, as a 
minimum, barometric pressure and sea temperature, report via the GTS for real time use, and their data are applicable for 
use by regional forecasters and as input to global and regional NWP models. 
 
 

5. Responsibilities 

The Management Committee of EGOS has overall  responsibility for the co-ordination of the Project and its meetings shall 
act as a forum for discussing, planning and for the exchange of information and results. The Committee may appoint a  
Technical Secretary and/or a Technical Co-ordinator to implement these functions on a day to day basis on behalf of all the 
members. If necessary, special meetings of representatives of the participating institutions in the programme or sub-
programmes may be convened. Terms of Reference for the EGOS Technical Secretary and EGOS Technical Co-ordinator 
are given in Appendices I and II. 
 
 

6. Programme Review 

Requirements for buoys and services, contributions to the project and plans for future contributions will be regularly 
discussed by the Management Committee.   
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4. RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE OF THE  
 EUROPEAN GROUP ON OCEAN STATIONS 

 
 Article 1 
In accordance with Section III of the Summary of Arrangements for the European Group on Ocean Stations (EGOS), the 
management committee for EGOS, hereinafter referred to as "the Committee", shall consist of one representative of each 
state which has a Party that participates in the project, hereafter referred to as "member of the Committee". 
 
The members of the Committee shall be appointed for an indefinite period.  The Chairman of the Committee shall be 
notified of such appointments and of any subsequent amendments. 

 
Article 2 

Experts may accompany the members of the Committee.  The names of the experts shall be communicated to the Chairman 
of the Committee before each meeting. 

 
 Article 3 
Each member of the Committee shall have one vote.  If a member appointed under Article 1 of these rules is unable to attend 
a Committee meeting, his place in the Committee and his voting rights under these rules may be delegated to a deputy 
appointed by the Party or Parties concerned, by notification to the Chairman of the Committee. 

 
 Article 4 
The Committee shall appoint from its members a Chairman and Vice-Chairman by simple majority vote.  The appointments 
of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall normally be on an annual basis, and shall be renewable. 
If the Chairman is unable to attend, the Vice-Chairman shall take his place. 
 
In the event of premature termination of the appointments of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, they will be replaced for the 
period thereof left to run by means of a valid vote at a specially convened meeting of the Committee. 

 
 Article 5 
Except where otherwise specified in the Summary of Arrangements or these Rules of Procedure, the Committee shall be able 
to make valid decisions if a majority of its members are represented and in favour of the decision. 

 
 Article 6 
The Chairman shall convene the Committee as often as required for the performance of the work, but in general not more 
than twice per year.  The Chairman shall also convene it if this is requested by at least three members of the Committee. 

 
 Article 7 
With the agreement of the Chairman any member of the Committee may invite specialists to take part in the work of the 
Committee as and when required. 

 
 Article 8 
Attendance at the meetings of the Committee is limited to committee members, deputies, associate participants, appointed 
experts, representatives of appropriate international organisations and bodies such as WMO, IOC and DBCP, and any 
invited guests and aspirant parties as referred to in paragraph 3 of Section II of the Summary of Arrangements for EGOS.  
The Committee may decide that some of the discussions or the reports of the  meetings and other documents should be 
subject to a restricted or controlled circulation. 
 
 Article 9 
In accordance with Section III.5 of the Summary of Arrangements, the Committee shall make arrangements to publish an 
Annual report. 

\ 
 Article 10 
Travelling expenses incurred by and allowances due to members and experts shall be borne by their respective institutes or 
organisations. 

\ 
 Article 11 
These Rules of Procedure may be modified and amended by the Committee by unanimous vote of the Committee as defined 
in Article 5.  The proposals for a change of these Rules of Procedure shall be circulated at least one month in advance. 
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APPENDIX 1  TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE TECHNICAL SECRETARY OF 

EGOS 

 
The principal function of the Technical Secretary is to support the activities of the group according to the Terms of Reference 
and the instructions and decisions of the Management committee of EGOS. 

 
 

The duties of the Technical Secretary shall include the following tasks: 
 

1. Assist the chairman of the Management Committee of EGOS in the preparation of meetings including preparing and 
issuing relevant documents and reports. 

2. Provide advice and/or direct technical assistance within budgetary constraints to participants in the EGOS programmes. 
3. As directed by the Management Committee of EGOS act as focal point for information on EGOS programmes and their 

status, and in emergencies, in the absence of the Technical Co-ordinator, undertake urgent programme co-ordination 
duties including; 
•  

Liaison on matters concerning the communication and dissemination of raw and processed data; 
•  Provision of information concerning facilities, deployment, services and recovery of ODAS. 

4. Report to the Management Committee of EGOS on the progress of the programmes and results of missions carried out. 
5. On request, provide to the Management Committee of EGOS statements of expenditure incurred. 
6. With reference to Art 4 of the Rules of Procedure for EGOS, in the event of unexpected absence of the chairman and 

vice-chairman of the Management Committee arrange for special meetings of the Management Committee as necessary 
to determine the future course of action. 

7. Maintain the EGOS buoy meta database in a format agreed by the Management Committee of EGOS and provide 
metadata information as required to EGOS members, and to other interested parties as directed by the chairman of the 
Management Committee. 

8. Within budgetary constraints undertake other tasks relevant to the business of EGOS as instructed by the 
chairman of the Management Committee of EGOS. 
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APPENDIX II  TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE EGOS TECHNICAL CO-

ORDINATOR 

 
 

1. The EGOS Management Committee may appoint a Technical Co-ordinator in charge of the technical and 
operational activities of contributors to EGOS programmes . 
 

2. The EGOS Technical Co-ordinator will be appointed by the Management Committee from Parties to the  
programme, normally on an annual basis 

 
3. Specifically the Technical Co-ordinator shall: 
 

3.1. Make proposals for the deployment strategies. 
 
3.2  Co-ordinate the deployments of all available drifting buoys.  
 
3.3 Arrange for the insertion of their data onto the GTS 
 
3.4 Where appropriate, make arrangements for changes of the status of drifting buoys reporting on 

the GTS, with the agreement of the contributor. 
 

3.5. Provide monthly statistics of buoy performance for inclusion in the EGOS monthly report. 
 

4. The Technical Co-ordinator may : 
 

4.1 Make proposals for new ODAS programmes to meet requirements for marine meteorological and 
oceanographic data. 

 
4.2 Make proposals on scientific, engineering and operational matters relating to ODAS programmes, 

and co-ordinate the exchange of information on these matters. 
 

5. The Technical Co-ordinator shall report to the Management Committee of EGOS. 
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APPENDIX III LIST OF COMMONLY USED ACRONYMS 

Acronym Full Name 
ALIP Argos Large International Programme 
AOML Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory (US) 
ARGO Array for Real-time Geostrophic Oceanography 
AP Air Pressure 
AT Air Temperature 
BALTIC GOOS Baltic Global Observing Ocean System 
BGSF Local User Terminal, Søndre Strømfjord 
BOOS Baltic Operational Oceanographic System 
CGC Co-ordinating Group of the COSNA 
CLS Collecte Localisation Satellite 
CMM (1) Centre de Meteorologie Marine in Brest 
CMM (2) Commission of Marine Meteorology (formerly) 
CMOD Compact Meteorological and Oceanographic Drifter 
CMR Christian Michelsen Research 
COSNA Composite Observation System for the North Atlantic 
COST43 Co-Ordination in Science and Technical Research, Action 43 (formerly) 
DBCP Data Buoy Co-operation Panel 
ECMWF European Center for Medium Range Weather Forecasting 
EGOS European Group on Ocean Stations. 
ENMI Local User Terminal, Oslo 
EPSHOM Etablissement Principal du Service Hydrographique et Oceanographique de la Marine (FR) 
EUCOS Eumetnet Composite Observing System 
EUMETNET European Meteorological Network 
EUROGOOS European Global Ocean Observing System 
FASTEX Fronts and Atlantic Storm Track Experiment 
FGGE First GARP Global Experiment 
GARP Global Atmospheric Research Programme 
GBP Great Britain Pound 
GCOS Global Climate Observing System 
GDP Global Drifter Programme 
GODAE Global Ocean Data Assimilation Experiment 
GOOS Global Ocean Observing System 
GTS Global Telecommunication System 
IABP International Arctic Buoy Programme 
IBPIO International Buoy Programme for the Indian Ocean 
IGOSS Integrated Global Ocean Services System 
IMO Icelandic Meteorological Office. 
IOC Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 
ISABP International South Atlantic Buoy Programme 
JCOMM Joint Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (FR) 
JTA Joint Tariff Agreement (with Argos) 
KNMI Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute 
LFPW Local User Terminal, Toulouse via Lannion 
LUT Local User Terminal 
MEDS Marine Environmental Data Service (Canada) 
METEOSAT European geostationary meteorological satellite 
NAVOCEANO/NAVO Naval Oceanographic Office (US) 
NCEP National Centre for Environmental Prediction 
NDBC National Data Buoy Center (US) 
NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (USA) 
ODAS Ocean Data Acquisition System 
PGC Principal GTS Co-Ordinator 
PTT Platform Terminal Transmitter 
QC Quality Control 
SAI Service Argos, INC 
SST Sea Surface Temperature 
TAO Tropical Atmosphere Ocean Array 
TOGA Tropical Ocean and the Global Atmosphere 
UKMO United Kingdom Meteorological Office (formely) 
WMO World Meteorological Organisation 
WWW World Weather Watch or World Wide Web 

 


